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INTRO
Mapping riverism

A project on the Bogota River, the river that gave Colombia’s capital 
its names, seems to be an ideal.  The city and the region do not un-
derstand their connection to it – and at the beginning neither did I.

To contribute to the amount of studies on the river would seem at fi rst 
seemed unnecessary and to propose a new image for the city see-
med even less credible - even if the city has little physical or cultural 
connection to the surrounding region. 

These reasons are suffi cient to know that the river should be a new 
focus for the city.  Therefore this formed the base of my investigation 
which is grounded in a theoretical approach with design base. 

One of the objectives of this research is to translate in a simple man-
ner the the point of the difference from the river and in terms of the 
complexity, the solutions are taken from there also to solve effecti-
vely in similar situations on the edges of this winding blue stream.

The work is a proposal for capital growth towards the region taking 
into account the opportunities for areas surrounding the river and its 
link with the metropolitan area.  It is a search for a regional vision ba-
sed on a contemporary urban landscape with environmentally sen-
sitive solutions. 

The research shows that the territory has many opportunities and 
this work is simply an approach.  I also hope that this document will 
be a support for other studies, because the research, agreement and 
consistency of local information are immersed also in the terms of 
the complexity.

 

The information is interpreted and expressed here is specifi c to this 
project, in a graphical and interpretative way that tries not to make 
assumptions of the information base,  on the contrary it will be more 
a description of some qualities emphasized in the proposal. 

In the search for real experience (primary information) during the 
fi eldwork was an attempt to learn about the personality of the river in 
terms of other physical and life experiences.  This process conclu-
ded with a Jam session (anxex1) resulting in a very good approach 
to the particular problem from an interdisciplinary perspective.

From the reading and interpreting the investigation ( secondary infor-
mation)   the project was structured on the basis of research ques-
tions and creating analysis scenarios.  By understanding the pro-
blems, theoretical concepts can be developed creating one scenario 
construction for the site.

The project has been divided into 3 chapters; fi rstly the Problem Sta-
tement or the study of the initial problem will be discussed, then a 
chapter shall investigate Dissecting the territory - containing a stu-
dy of the environment and fi nally the Scenario Development which 
shall propose concepts and develop opportunities for the site.
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 Water Quality in the Basin
 DBO*:  Biodegradability  Index

Medium, Class VI  50 - 70 
Medium - Good, Class V  70 - 150

Bad, Class VIII  200 - 300
Medium - Bad, Class VII  150 - 200

Bogota Rvier Basin
Cundinamarca Departament

Rivers

Water Quality in DBO* ( mg / lt)

Source: CAR doc, POMCA 
Own Edition:  Adobe Suite.

Source: EAAB doc, CAR doc, POMCA 
Own Edition:  Adobe Suite

Bogotà
Area: 1.587 km²

La Ramada Irrigation Circuit
Area: 79 km2 
Actual Q: 1.8  m3/s
Future Q: 5.6 m3/s
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The Problem is the River

 Water Quality index in Bogotà. 
ICA* Water Quality Index  2007-2008-2009.

Water Quality Treatment in Bogotà.
Waste Water treatment Plants 

Total Waste Water thrown at the Bogota River : 24 m3/s
Tretaed  :   4 m3/s

Without Treat : 18 m3/s

Source: SDA, POMCA 
Own Edition:  Adobe Suite

Fu
ch

a 
B

W
D

ow
n 

P
ar

t

Tu
nj

ue
lo

 D
ow

n 

Funcha -Tunjuelo

Alicachin

CANOAS WWTP

r    

Fu
ch

a 
R

iv
er

Tu
nj

ue
lo

 R
iv

er

Muna Reservoir 
B

al
si

lla
s 

R
iv

er

Waste Water treatment Plant ( WWTP) Q: 4 m3/s

Future Waste Water treatment Plant ( WWTP) Q: 4 m3/s

Waste Water Tubes
Bogota`s  Boundaries
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Medium Basin Water as a System

Bogota River

Boundaries
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Lateral Distant Not related Separate Lateral Middle

Border tissues of housing without water treatment.
Low quality of private open spaces also design of public spaces and its rela-
tions.
The green housing has to connect the city, as the mobility.

Bogota Morphology to the River
Housing Tissues
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Ways
Bogota Boundaries

Bogota River

Lagoons and wetlands

 Oriental Montains
Green spaces
Bogota River

Lagoons and wetlands

Bogotà Parks and Boundaries to the River
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Geology to the River
Humidity Soil
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Floodable Area in the  Bogota River. Bogota
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Pollute Nature to the River
Conceptualizing the Green in Risk  + Stratum Belts + Polluted River
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The path is unfold the situations and folding the geometry, unders-
tanding unfold not as the contrary to the fold but as the continuation 
of his act (Vyzoviti, 2003 ). It is not an opposite, but rather one step 
more of the same material, it is the development of the element, the 
result of more activity, like “after that”, the same element to constitute 
a variable surface but contents itself.

Understanding the river as a hybrid system, for activities all around, 
the way to express its expansion is in a parametric system. 

Trying to proliferate all activities in a surface and expand it. It is a 
kind of multidisciplinary geometry.

* Fold: a fl exible or an elastic body still has cohering parts that form 
a fold, such that they are not separated into parts of parts but are ra-
ther divided to infi nity in smaller and smaller folds that always retain 
certain cohesion. The fold is always folded into a fold, like a cavern in 
a cavern the unit of matter. That is why parts of matter are masses or 
aggregates, as a correlative to elastic compressive force. ( Deleuze 
1993)

** Unfolding is thus not the contrary of folding, but follows the fold up 
to the following fold. ( Deleuze 1993)

Topology  Defi nition

The strategies of the scenario will be defi ned by the characterization 
of the activities identifi ed there, like topological variants, understood 
through these meanings of Topology*:

• Network Topology:  The confi guration of a communication 
network

• Topology, analysis situs:  The branch of pure mathematics 
that deals only with the properties of a fi gure X that hold for every 
fi gure into which X can be transformed with a one-to-one corres-
pondence that is continuous in both directions

• Topographic anatomy, Topology:  the study of anatomy ba-
sed on regions or divisions of the body and emphasizing the rela-
tions between various structures (muscles and nerves and arteries 
etc.) in that region

• Topology : topographic study of a given place (especially the 
history of place as indicated by its topography)

75|76



Scenario Development 

Scenario in Detail
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Strategies in Black
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Park TopologiesPark Topologies



The park is divided into two areas for the water management in The park is divided into two areas for the water management in 
fl oods, but the activities are still taking place throughout the park. fl oods, but the activities are still taking place throughout the park. 
unfold green means create different ways to fi ll the open space, unfold green means create different ways to fi ll the open space, 
following a pattern of leisure activities in the areas around the following a pattern of leisure activities in the areas around the 
park, it creates a mesh to be developed. Thus the creation of a park, it creates a mesh to be developed. Thus the creation of a 
permanent green fi eld is to be managed from the perspective of permanent green fi eld is to be managed from the perspective of 
the relations in the continuous space.the relations in the continuous space.

The program is comprised by a pattern of activities located in The program is comprised by a pattern of activities located in 
the park, also with activities occurred open spaces around it, the park, also with activities occurred open spaces around it, 
the joint, will show some points that stand out more than others the joint, will show some points that stand out more than others 
in the resulting test of tensions, then will occur the actions in in the resulting test of tensions, then will occur the actions in 
greatest demand.greatest demand.
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CASE STUDY Los Angeles River

Before

Hypothesis
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CASE STUDY  Industrial Area . Venice

Model 3

Model 2

Model 1

h 
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Park TopologiesPark Topologies


Uses Before

 Uses After

Social improvement of the poorest parts of the city; Social improvement of the poorest parts of the city; • • 
People from stratus 1-2 are the largest demographic People from stratus 1-2 are the largest demographic 
group that uses the public infrastructures such as group that uses the public infrastructures such as 
libraries and parks. libraries and parks. 

Learning from the water. Create a tourist corridor in Learning from the water. Create a tourist corridor in • • 
the technical areas of water management, a learn-the technical areas of water management, a learn-
ing process from the inhabitants.ing process from the inhabitants.

Reuse the abandoned Industrial facilities in the corri-Reuse the abandoned Industrial facilities in the corri-• • 
dors and link with the tourist areas, in order to create dors and link with the tourist areas, in order to create 
an industrial landscape associated with the water.an industrial landscape associated with the water.

Retention: maximize surface water capacity and Retention: maximize surface water capacity and • • 
storage for dry seasons.storage for dry seasons.

Flooding control in wet seasons and managing Flood Flooding control in wet seasons and managing Flood • • 
Risks.Risks.

Park as an economic mechanism, programmed for Park as an economic mechanism, programmed for • • 
use as a recycling place where communities of the use as a recycling place where communities of the 
river border can fi nd opportunity to work at a recy-river border can fi nd opportunity to work at a recy-
cling industry.cling industry.
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Scenario : Linear City
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